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Shinobu Akiyama: A New Form of Astilbe japonica (C. Morren & Decne.) A. Gray ( Saxifragaceae ) 
from Japan 

Department of Botany, National Museum of Nature and Science, 4-1-1, Amakubo, Tsukuba, 305-0005 JAPAN 


Summary: A new form, Astilbe japonica f. pygmaea 
S. Akiyama ( Saxifragaceae ), is described, which is 
known as a cultivated plant. 
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Length of terminal leaflet (mm) 


Fig. 1. Length of terminal leaflet and height of flowering stem of Astilbe japonica f. 
japonica (o) and f .pygmaea ( A ; ♦ [types]). 
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Fig. 2. Type of Astilbe japonica f. pygmaea (S. 
Akiyama 20873, TNS). 
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Astilbe japonica (C. Morren & Decne.) A. Gray 
f. pygmaea S. Akiyama, f. nov. 

Haec forma ex typo caulibus minoribus quam 
9-17 cm longis, et foliolis minoribus, petalis 
brevioribus differt. 

Type: Cultivated at Botanical Garden, National 
Museum of Nature and Science, Tsukuba, Ibaraki 



Fig. 3. Flowers of Astilbe japonica f .japonica (left) and f. pygmaea (right). Bar indicates 1 cm. 
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Pref., Japan, S. Akiyama 20873 (TNS-holo, Tl-iso). 

Japanese name: Chabo-awamori-shoma (nom. 
nov.). 

'>3 

Plants 9-17 cm tall and terminal leaflets 1.6-3.7 
cm long. Flowers white, ca. 3 mm long; petals 
narrowly oblanceolate, 1.5—1.8 x ca. 0.5 mm. 

Habit: Only cultivated plants are known. 
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Norihito MiURA a and Yoshikane IWATSUBO b ’*: Karyotype of Keiskea japonica 
( Labiatae ) 
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Summary: We examined the karyotype of Keiskea 
japonica Miq. ( Labiatae ) collected from two localities 
in Shizuoka Pref. They had 2n = 20 chromosomes, 
which showed metaphase chromosomes ranging 
from 1.1 to 2.4 pm in length and 1.0 to 3.8 in arm 
ratio. In the somatic chromosome complement, the 
longest pair was distinctly longes than the others, and 
the shortest pair had satellites on their short arms. The 
present study determined that Keiskea japonica is a 
diploid plant with a karyotype formulated as 2n = 20 
= 8m+2 l m+6sm+4st. 

The genus Keiskea Miq. distributed in 
China and Japan comprises approximately 
six species (Li and Hedge 1994). In Japan an 


endemic species, K. japonica Miq., is distributed 
in Honshu, Shikoku and Kyushu (Murata and 
Yamazaki 1993). However, there has been no 
information on the chromosome number of this 
species. Here we will report the karyotype of 
K. japonica and discuss the basic chromosome 
number of this genus. 

We collected five K. japonica plants from the 
following two localities in Shizuoka Prefecture: 
three plants from Inokashira, Fujinomiya City, 
and two plants from Mt. Ryuso-zan, Aoi-ku, 
Shizuoka City. These plants were cultivated 
in the Experimental Garden at the Faculty of 
Science, University of Toyama. Karyotypes 



